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On Pſalm cxlvi. verſ. 3, 4, 5. 


O put not your truſt in Princes, nor in any Child 
of Man, for there is no help in them. ths 
For when the breath of man goeth forth, he ſha/l 
turn again to his earth ; and then all his thoughts 8 
periſh. | g 858 
Bleſſed is he that hath the God of Jacob for his 

help, and whoſe hope is in the Lord his God. 


f 
\ 


By W. Fleetwood, Cltaplam in Ordinary 
to His Majeſty. 
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On PSALM cxlvi Verle 3, 4, 5. 'F | 

O put not your truſt in Princes, nor in any Child of MF, 
Man, for there is no help in them, * 
For when the breath of Man goeth forth, he ſhall 


turn again to bis Earth ; and then all his thoughts pe+ 
"_ I} 
Bleſſed is he that hath the Gad of Jacob for his help, 9 
and whoſe hope is in the Lord bis God. Ft 
E know not whoit was thatcompos'd thisP ſalts K| 


nor what it was that accaſion'd it. But the 
Providence of God furniſheth all People with 
occaſions more tnan enough, of applying theſe word? 4 
ro themſelves, but too too pertinentiy. Ir hath furnts *]? 
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ſhed us, with one, nor many years ago, fo very proper .; - 
_ thar it itgives freſh and lively pain, to eyery one that 'A: 
remembers it, with half che Confiderarion it deſerves. Y? 
It furniihes us now with another, of which no living < ; 
Man, periaps, cah ſee the Conſequence at full, but -] + 
every one can {ce enough to drive him to Sorrow af es 
Amazement, and cauſe him to ſay, with the Pſalmilf, : +: : 
The Lord s King, the Earth may be plad thereof, yea the 
multitude of the Iles may bi glad thereof : glad, that their - :|. 
Afﬀairs are in the hands of him, who has all Powery Y# 
and is all Wiſdom, and all Goodneſs ; who bringeth. | 
Light our of Darkneſs, Good out of Evil, and can turn *|* 
every thing to their Advantage who ſerve him truly. . 
Whether it were, that the Pſalmiſt here dire&s him- 
ſelf, againſt the common inclination of Men, which is, 
to buiid great hopes upon the Promiſes of Princes and 
Great Men,and rather to depend on them,that on Gol 
above, who keepeth his Promiſe for ever; or whetper. ' 
the Dearh of fome Great Prince, had giyen the Jews. 
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(3) ee: 
in their, Captivity, ſome mighty diſappointment ; 
whatever it was that occaſion'd the compoling of this 
Pſalm, *tis plain the words of the Text adviſe, us, 

MM Firſt, Not to put our traſt in Princes, wor any Child of 
WY 24zz: And that for this Reaſon, There is no help in them, 
WS becauſe 3wben the breath of Man goeth forth, be ſhall turn a= 
AF pain to his Earth, and all his thoughts periſh. Sccondiy, 
3* *they dire us where we are to place our Iruſt and 
| Confidence, and that is in God ; Blfſed 3s he that bath 
the God of Jacob for his help, and whoſe hope is in the Lord 


* bis God, 1. Of the Perſons in whom we arc not to 
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is better to truſt in the 


1efeſt and 
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Th ( 4 ) CET DEP DO * 
either ſignifies this Confidence, which. is innocent, tho. 
inconliderate ; or this Confidence with Impiety, truſt- "M* 
ing in the Arm of Fleſh alone, and vaunting with the a 
fooliſh Man, who faith in his Heart, ws I ſhall never be "ML 
moved, no varm ſball happen to me. If the T ruſt that is here Wl # 
difluaded from, be contrary to, or excluſive of that * 
Truſt we always ought to put in God, then to be ſure YÞſ'1 
it 15 condemn'd and finful ; but if it be only a weak and MW. 7 
groundlicſs I ruſt, then there1s leſs Offence than Folly Mi} 
1n it, and- the heavy Diſappointments it muſt needs 
meer, will puniſh it ſufficiently. Sometimes we ſeea 
Prince truly noble, juſt and mercifn], wiſe and brave, | 
a Father of his Country, a lover of his People, careful 
of all their Intereſts and their Honour, and born asit ,A* 
were, to the good of Mankind : It would be impoſſi- - MF} 
ble not to pur great Confidence in ſuch a Prince, and to WM 
hope a Narion will be happy nnder ſuch Adminiſtra- 
tion, whilſt he lives ; this fort of Truſt is reaſonable, 
becauſe *tis built upoh ſo good ground. Another time 
we ſee a Prince of beauteous Aſpe&, lovely Diſpoſiti- 
on, inclin'd to:Learning, Virtue, Picty. and full of + 
all good Qualities ; it would be ſtupidity. not to hope -: 
well of him, and to promiſe our ſeives a Harveſt an- 
twerable toa Field of ſo fair a ſhew; ſuch Hope and 
Confidence as this, becomes us, as we are reaſonable : 
and conſidering Creatures, and it would be a kind of *1. 
Jngratirude to God, from whom we acknowledge all 
theſe Gifts and Geaces come, not to conceive ſuch 
hopes as ſuch excellent Endowments promiſe: A Man 
muſt ſhut his Eyes on Providence, that will not make 
his Obſervations an what pafſes, and colle&- what is 
moſt reaſonable and likely. For ſince God atts by 
reaſonable Cauſes, and procures our Peace and Happi- 
neſs by Inſtruments that are in Nature proper for that 
purpoſe, we owe it to him, to expe& it from them, 
where they are ſo promiſing. This is properly to truſt 
in God ; for to look for Grapes from Thorns, or Figs from 
gifs, is to hope againſt Nature, and againſt Realan, 
; ; an 
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SB and not to be excuſed by any Reverence we pretend to 
{4 . God, or dependance on his Power, tho' he is truly able 
® co produce thoſe Fruits from thoſe unnatural Stocks. 
Is The Men of no Religion, and no Thought, are fo in- 
1-3 tent upon theſe ſecond Cauſes, that they ſee no firſt, nor 
'S. will acknowledge any Supream Power, that over-looks 
Y & and governs our Aﬀatirs, but governs them by Nature 
| #. and by Reaſon : But they who truſt to one, ſtil] in Sub- 
| Þ ordination to the other, in conſtant dependence on 
'Z" him, and always in his power to change and ſuſpend, 
S as he thinks fir, do truly put their Truſt in God, even 
© When they pur their truſt in Princes. They look for 
13 reſt and for Security in Peace, where Kings are virtu- 
| + ous, wiſe and watchful, and the. People are at Unity; 
ts for Victory in War, where Generals are brave and 
wary, the Soldiers healthy, numerous, obedient and 
couragious, and well paid. 5. e. they promiſe to them- 
ſelves the natural effefts of Wiſdom, Strength and Con- 
cord; but all from God, who is to bleſs theſe natural 
and theſe moral Cauſes. They look for plenteous 
Harveſts, where the Fields are full and flouriſhing, but 
1 know, *tis God that made them fo, and he that is to 
* | bring them in. This Confidence he does himſelf raiſe 
\. ins, and therefore never 1s offended with it, becauſe 
+ ?ris built upon the Confidencewe have, that he will ſuf- 
fer things to go on order'y and naturally, unleſs we 
:* provoke himto change orſuſpend the common courſe of 
- - them. Andtho' our diſappointments are very great and 
verymany,yet might our hopes and expeQations be very 
reaſonable, and juſt, and are not ro be condemned, by 
an unhappy ifſue. If our truſt in Princes, exclude not 
our truſt in God, we need not be afraid it will be faul- 


ty. Nor does the Pſalmiſt here condemn ſuch truſt, 
for its Impiety, bur rather (for the avoiding trouble- 
ſome and heavy Diſappointments) would diffuade us 

- from putting fo much truſt in Princes, whoſe Lives are 
fo uncertain, and tolook up to God more ardently and 
frequently, whoſe Mercy ang Googdnels, Jike EY 
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( they are himſelf ) endure for ever. I think, it is a 
kind Adyice, not to raiſe in our minds, hopes thar 
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'are ſo eaſily defeated, and when defeated, 1o vexa-- 


tious and afflitting. Put not your truſs in Princes, 
nor in any Child of Man, for there is no help in them, -: 
There is no help in Man, in many caſes; a thouſand and 
ten thouſand evils befalus,whereih the wiſdom,Skill,the 
Riches, and the Strength of all Mankind, can give no 
Help, afford no Comfort. 1f we wanr Rain, or have 
too much of it, Can all the World procure a Shower, 
or hinder it from falling ? Can it procure a favourable 
Wind, or hinder a contrary one from blowing? Can 
it recover Health where it 1s wanting, to the good of 
thouſands ; or reſtore a precious Life, that 1s, like Da : : 
wids, worth ten thouſand ? The urmoſt of humane 
Power, for ought that appears, 1s but an ability of do- 
ing huge Mifchief ; and the belt of it is, an ability of 
hindring one another from doing Miſchief. But when 
we want Affiſtance in moſt of our Extremities, Oh 
how unable is this World to give it ! The Wiſeſt, 
Richeſt, and moE powerful Men want help themſelves, 
2nd neither can afford it tro themſelyes, nor. others; 
there 1s 1agced no help in them; For hen the Breath 
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of Man poeth forth, he ſhall return again to his Earth, and a 


ther all bis thoughts periſh. The very belt 1s here ſuppo- 
ſed of the very abieſt af them, that they may be full of 
good intentions, form great and good Defigns, have 
their Hearts wholly bent, on honouring God; promo- 
ting Virtue, and profiting Mankind, ſeeking the In- 
. tereſt of their Peopic, dung Juſtice, ſhewing Mercy, 
and imitating him, whoſe Miniſters and Subſtirures they 
are. Happy for them, thar they are full of theſe De- 
{12n5! no berter thoughts can poſhbly poſſeſs their hearts, 
or employ tneir Hours ; the King of Kings, the migh- 
ty Maiter of rhem all, ſhall bleſs them, and reward 
them, whom he finds ſo doing, But this is much too 
often all rney do; they form a multitude of brave De-_ 
{:9ns, and live ro cfict but few! TI have ſaid ye are Gods, 
but ye ball die tike Men, and this they find, and Wc ling 
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1fwe conſider theſe fine qualitiesand who can value them 
roo little, or truſt too litrle in them, who conſiders how 


'S, 5 
alſo. Poor Princes, poor People ! they raiſe our hopes, 
and they deſtroy them fuddenly. We garher np all 
our truſt, and place it on their Lives, and ina day or 
two, thoſe Liyes are ſpilt like Wacer en the Ground: 
They are, as the Prephet calls them the breath of our 


Noftrils : And Nations ſometimes ſeem to l11vein then, 


and only to breath their breath ; and yet :hcir breath go- 


eth forth, like other Peoples breath. andihey return again 


to their Earth, (their Earth as well as ours) and all then 
their thoughts periſh, and all our thoughts too, with 
them : Bur not our thoughtfulneſs, that {till ſurvives, 
to trouble every wiſe contidering Man. -Our thoughts 
are in this place our hopes, and they expire with: the 
breath of him who kindled them. His thoughts, who 
raisd our thoughts periſh, and therefore ours myſt pe- 
riſk with them. Whocan enough eſteem thote Lives, 


which by Experience are found fo ufeful to the World, 
to the ſecuring its tranquility and happineſs; . or thofe 


who from their earlieſt Infancy, have promiſed all the 
good that Men can look for, from the moſt virtuous 
rowardly diſpoſition, and whoſe precocious advances 
could not fail of giving us ſome jealous Fears, with our 
moſt lively hopes! W ho can cnough eſteem ſuch lives, 


ſoon their breath goeth forth, and they return again to Earth, 
and all their thongbts periſh! What muſt we do in thisun- 


certainty ? Our Afﬀairs require a lite- as durable as 


Braſs, and the Laws of our Mortality will admit of 
none, but what is ſubje&t to a thoufana certain, and a 
thouſand accidental eyils, cach of which may break us 
all to pieces. Let us do any thing in this uncertainty, 
but blame the Providence of God, who hangs rhe good 
of fo much People, on ſo ſmall a thread : For Righte- 
ous are his ways, and Taft his Government, whatever. 
we may tcar, whatever we endure. 

Bur may I not, uablam'd, ſay with the Prophet, 
Terem. 12, I. (I know Ifay it with all deference and 
numility) Rizhteous art then, O Lord, when I plead with 
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thee, yet let mhe talk -with thee of thy Tudoments * When 
thou in mercy turnedſt away the Captivity of our Zi- 
on, we were like them that.dream; when our Enemies 
were jult upon us, they {tambled and fell, then was our 
mouth filld with laughter, and our tongue with joy. The 
greateſt Enemies we had, could not forbear proclaim- 


ing, The Lord hath done great things for them, We could 


nor our ſelves in Gratitude fotbear proclaiming, The 


Lord hath done great things for us already, whereof we re- 


o7ce. 

; Either to temper theſe Felicities, . or puniſh our Ingra- 
titude, Thou ſtoppedſt up for ever, the Breath of our 
Noſtrils; The anointed of the Lord was taken away from m, 
of whom we ſaid, under her ſhadow, we ſhall live ( not a- 
morig the Heathen at home) # plenty and ſecurity. 

To ſhew thou didſt intehd but to correct, and not to 
give us unto Death, thou didſt by unexpetted Inſtru- 
mears, deliver the Life of the King from fear of the 
Enemy, and from the Snare of the Hunter ; thou ſa- 
ved{t him from Deſtruftion, and crownedſt him with 
Mercy and Loving Kindneſs; and mad'ſt him initru- 


mental in procuring the detire of all our Hearts, an 


honourable Peace ; the Opportunity of healing all our 
Wounds, recovering all our Loſſes, and making up the 
Breaches of an inteſtine Foes, our fooliſh Diſcords, and 
ill-grounded Animoſiries had occaſion'd ; the oppor- 
runity of ſertling our Aﬀairs, and looking to the ground 
we ſtood upon ; of putting them in ſuch a poſture, that 
neither Enemies abroad, nor Enemies at home might 
ove us any great Diſturbance; that the Religion of our 


Country, and its moſt ancient, propereſt, and beſt 
tempered Government, might be fecur'd, againſt the 
Attempts and Machinations of its old inveterate Ene- 
mies, the Sons of Violence and Darkneſs, and from 


the noiſy Importunities of unexperiencd, raw, new- 


fansled Schematiſts, and Speculators. But contrary to. 


this, the Spirit of Diſcord gone out among us, and the 


fweer hope of all the Kingdom. is in a moment, ſnateh- 


ed 
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ed away from us; cer we had time to try to move 


thee by our Prayers, or time to apprehend a Stroke 
ſo painful and ſo mortal. Thy former Favours did not 
promiſe ſuch Concluſion. Bart we will hold our Peace 

fince'tis thy doing ; Weare much ſurer that thou ma {| 
in Juſtice thus chaſtiſe us for our Sins, than we could be 


that thou hadſt ſo much Mercy for fuch Sinners, as we 


have, all our Lives, experienced from thee. Permit 
us never ſo long, to talk with-thee of thy Judgments, 
yet muſt we ſtill conclude, Righteons ars thou O Lord 
when we plead with thee. 

Such Lofſes, and fuch heavy Diſappointments, needs 
muſt prove effefual Cures of all our Confidence in 


Princes. Never were hopes more juſtly raisd, nor 


ark more reaſonably than ours have been, upon two 
oble Objefs ; and yet Six years have quite defeated 
them, dried up our Springs, and almoſt defolated a 
Royal Tribe, one of the fatreſt and moſt fruitful in the 
World. How ſhort is our Profpe& now ! in what a 
little Compaſs is our Kingly Family contain'd ! Two 


precious Lives make up our whole Treaſure! 


The People of the Eaſt, we find in Scriptures, ad- 
dreſſed to their Princes, with—O King, - Live for ever. 
"Tis a vain Complement to Men of Fleſh and Blood, 
whoſe Breath goeth forth ſo ſuddenly, who die like 
other Men, who return again to their Earth, and 
whoſe Thoughts all periſh in a moment ; bur if *twere 
ever reaſonable, our Caſe would call for it, and we 
would uſe it. May God enlarge theſe Borders ! .build 
to theſe Princes a ſure Houſe ! and bind up their Souis 


.In the Bundle of Life ! a long one here for our ſakes, 


and for their own an Everlaſting one in Heaven ! 

IT. Ler us now withdraw from this uncomfortable 
fide. The Lives of Princes, are it ſeems, like Lands 
of Darkneſs, where, every ſtep we make, is in Diſtruft 
and Fear : They give us little but Alarms, Defeats and 
Diſappointments. Ler us ſeek a Country of more lighr 
and Safety, where hope dwells, and where we may 7s 

oe 
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bide with Confidence. Bl:fſed is he who hath the God of. 


Facob for his help, and whoſe hope is in the Lord his God. 
This 1s a Life, and Will, and Power, we may depend 
upon; Great 1s the Lord, and marvellous, worthy to be 
praiſed, there is 30 end of his Greatneſs, The Lord is good to 
all, and bis tender mercies are over all his works. His king- 
dam is an everlaſting Kingdom, and his dominion endureth 
throughout all ages. 


Thele are foundations ſtrong enoughfor all the truſt 8 


confidence a Heart can hola. He is of infinite Goodneſs 
to intend the happineſs of all his Creatures, of infinite 
Wiſdom to know Wgerein it lies, and of infinite Power 
to cffect his wiſe an defigns towards us. Here, 
therefore, we may place our T ruſt, without any fears 
of Diſappointment ; here we muſt fix our Hopes, for 
here we can only find our Help. 


V\/cre there not ſuch a Power above, to overlook 


and govern Men, and their Aﬀairs, what a place of 
Miſery and Confuſton would this World be? what with 
the certainty of natural Cauſes, working many ſad 
efects, tno' knawn before, yet unavoidable ; what with 
the Multitade of fearful Accidents, never to be preyent- 
ed nor foreſeen; what with the Folly, Ignorance, Mi- 
itakes, the Malice and perverſeneſs, and the Rage of 


one anotners Paſſions, how wretched a thing would the 
Life of a Man be! 


The ways of God, TI think, are to permit natural 


Cauſes to work their natural Effects, according to the 
the Powers he hath endued them with ; reſerving to 
himielf the Power of altering or ſuſpending them, as 
he ſees fir, and when he pleaſes; and to ſuffer Men to 
act as free Agents, having given them Reaſon, and re- 
veaPd his Wil to them, and laid down all ſufficient 
Motives to reſtrain them from what they know is evil, 
ana to encourage tnem to what ts truly good ; reſerving 
to himfelf, however, the Power of changing their In- 
clinations, dircctins them in their Deſigns, and ifluen=- 
cing them all, as he feces fir. By means, neither the 
certainty of natural operartons,nor thc freedom of Man's 
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C13): 
Will, exclude his Government of Men and Nature, nor 
hinder us from addrefling to him by Praycr, for what 
we want, and Praiſe for what we have recciv'd ; both 
which would be in vain, were Nature not to be diverted 
from her way,nor-the Will of man flexible, by ſome Su- 
perior over-ruling Power. Were Natures Courſe un- 
alterably fixt, and the Will of Men not to be moved, 
Prayer would be inftgnificant and uſeleſs. Were nor 
Men at liberty, in general, they could not be accoun- 
table for what they did, they could have neither Vice 
nor Vertue. Were not the Laws of nature fixt, we couid 


not live in any ſort of certainty, we cou'd not undertake 


any thing, nor could have any hope or expeCtation of 
ſucceeding. But as it pleaſes God to goyern by theſe 
two known Rules, and to be ſtill the Maſter of them 
both, there is all the room that can be for our Endea- 
vours, Care and Vigilance, our Vertue and our Studies, 
and all the Reaſon and Grounds for our applying to 
him, our truſting in him, and dependence upon him: 
Our hope and Truſt in God, mult therefore be di- 
rected by theſe ſettled and eſtabliſhed Rules of Provi- 
dence. Theſe are the known and ſtanding Laws of 
his Wiſe Government; the reſt 15 Diſpenſation, Favour, 
Grace and Favour, we may innocently hope for, pray 
for, and expect from his indulgent Goodneſs, where 
10 eſtabliſh'd Law of Nature 1s ſubycrted ; but for a 
Miracle, *tis much more reafonable to with for, than 
expect, one in our Favour. We know that nothing 
is impoſſible with God, but yet our Hope is never.equal 
ro his Power ; nor do we ever truſt in im for any 
thing uncommon, without ſome Promiſe in particular. 
We know it is as poſſible for God to reſtore again the 
Dead to Life, as Health to a Diſeaſed Man ; what is 
the Reaſon, then, that we do not importune him with 
our moſt earneſt and united Prayers, to give us back 
that dear ineſtimable Life we have ſo lately parted with 
bur that we think he ſignifies his Will and: Pleaſare to 
us, by the known ſtated Courſe of Natnre, and know 


we liaye no reaſon to look for Miractes? Death won!d 
Sf C & Not 
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not give us ſuch Deſpair immediately, but that we 
meaſure the Power of God, by the common Exerciſe 
of it inthe World. And 1o 'tis with putting our truſt 
in him, when we carry it no farther then he gryes us 
leave, by bis common Rules, or by particular Pro- 
miſe. When theretore the P/almifs would invite us ro 
hope in God, and put our traſt in him, he would not have 
us raiſe in our ſelves ExpeCtations of things ſtrangely 
unuſual and unlikely ; nor to believe that Ged will do 
for us, or bring to paſs, whatever we expect or wiſh 
_ for, or what we think we want. But we may hope, 
and truſt in him for every thing, thart 1s in it ſelf rea- 
ſonable, and fit thr him to give, and for us to receive. | 
Our Paſſions often pur us upon asking what, is not 
18 it ſelf very reaſoiade to expect; no matter, pro- 
vided it be nothing wicked and forbidden, and n thing 
to the Prejudice and Injury of any one elſe. Our Pa- 
rents and our Friends live here, even beyond the com-- 
mon term of humane Life, and we yer defire of God, 
tney may continue longer with us, and we may hopc 
thac he will hear our Prayers : This does not ſeem 
very reaſonable, when we conſider the Life of Man, 
and call to mind the years that are paſt, and obſerve 
how ithas always been with other People : Bur yet *tis 
very innocent and lawful ſo todo; becauſe we know of 
no ſet term of days, beyond which none fhall paſs ; 
that is ſtill inthe hands of God; and becauſe the pro- 
tracing of that Life, isto us, we think of uſe, and to 
do no ones wrong. 
The Child 1s dying there of a malignant Feaver, 
a Train as it were of liquid Fire, is running through 
its Veins, and burning up the Life, that has been the 
deſire of I know not how many years paſt, and the 
hopes of I know not how many more to come; the 
Parents pray to God 1n carneſt, you may be fure, and 
put their truſt in him, and hope he will extinguiſh this 
unnatural Flame ; and this they do, when Remedies 
are incfieQual, Phylicians found of no yalve, and cve- 
ry 
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ry thing about them, bids them give it up for loſt. 
The thing they ask is lawful, the time is not too Jate, 
the work 1s not impoſſible in Nature, and God is the 
Maſter of all. The Event alone could declare whether 
It were not fit for God to give this Lite, or for the Pa- 
rents to receive it. Their Confidence in God was well 
plac'd, altho? their Hopes and Deſires were dilappoint- 
ed. If Reaſons were to be fought for, 1n ſuch caſes, 


out of or beyond what natural Cauſes teach us, we may 


be ſure that God denies us, with as much Reaſon as he 
gives us what weask. We muſt not therefore think 
our hopes were wrong placed, and our confidence 
in God ill-grounded, and our prayers tin vain, becauſe 
we receive not what we ask ſo earneſtly, becauſe it 
is the power and Goudneſs of God, which juſtifies 
our hope and truſt ia him, and which encourages us 
to ptay ; and this his Power is not diminifh'd by our 
Diſappointment ; nor is his Goodneſsthe lefs, 1n his not 
ranting what we thought (nor He) convenient for vs. 
tis tmpoſhble (as 1 have before ſaid) to pray to God 
without believing him kind to intend our good, wiſe 
co diſcern what is our good: and powerful to pro- 
cure it, Theſe are the very Reaſons of Prayer, and 
the Motives of addrefling ro God, for what we think 


we want: And theſe are the Foundations of all our. 


Hope and Confidence in him. And yet theſe are the 
very Reaſons why our Prayers may not be heard, and 
our Hopes not anſwer'd, and yet God be ſtill as merci- 
ful and good intention'd towards us, as when he grants 
our Requeſts. We ſuppoſe him good, to intend: our 
Happineſs, he may therefore be good in with-holding 
from us, what we think is good for us, but 15not. We 
{uppoſe him to be all wiſe, and therefure refer it to him 
to chooſe for us. How do we know he does not exer- 
ciſe his great Diſcernment, in refuſing to us what. we 
think is good for us, but what he knows 1s not ? Shall 
we only think he judges righr, when he judges as we 
jadge, and meaſure out his Wiſdom by our tions 
| an 
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and Defires? If we belive im wiſe enough to chooſe 
for us, the fame Reaſon will ſhew him tull as wiſe. in 
his refuſing what weask of him ; yes, and full as kind 
too, if we would brlieve that it is good for us to have, | 
which he gi-cs, and that not good (all things con- | 
itder'd) which he witholds from us, . But the Misfor- | 
rune 1s, that we mezfure good by our own AﬀeCtions, ' 
and Delzr:s; that is good we think, which we ſeem to 
waar 2nd to ſet our Hearts upon, and nothing elſe can 
ſarishe. 
Ter your Father be 70 years of Age, and your Child 
7, the firſt a wife and virtuous Man, a Life that 1s 
nec:Ary to you, and uſeful to the Common-wealth, 
and all rhat are about him ; the other, as the reſt of ' 
Children arc, hopeful enuugh : If ſome Diſtemper-purt | 
theſe two Lives into cqual Danger, you will do what 
vou cat for both; and you will pray for them both,and  ' 
rult in God for both their health and Safery : But both 
of them die, and Nature ſwallows up rhe Concern for 
rhe Parent, in the Grieffor the Child; and becauſe the - 
biaſs of AﬀeCtion 1s ſtrongeſt on that {1de, our Hope and | 
Confidence ſeem more defeated, and our Prayers, we {| 
think leſs heard, !n the one Caſc than the other. *T'is 
plain we confider not the uſefulneſs. of the aged Life 
(the continuance of which was certainly the greater |} 
good) in reſpect of the dearneſs of that little Life, | 
which yet we coutd not tell what 1t might prove. Theſe 
things ſhew u3 a little, chat we are govern'd more by 
our Aﬀections nan our Reaſon, and that as they make {| 
us pray more carneſtly, and hope more firmly, ſo they 
ake our Difappointments much more heavy, and 
accaiion us to think our Truſt and Confidence in God | 
were decetv'd, when they were only not anſwer'd ac- | 
according to onr Wiſhes, But wherein then ſtands 
the Blefſednuls of having God for our help, and hope- 
ing in the Lord our God, if he will only help us in the 
way of Iature, and we may only hope for what 15rea- 
ſonablcand fit? why, this 1s as much as any Reaſona- _ 
ble Mau can look for, or delire. The urmoit that a 
—— Reaſons 
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Reaſonable Creature Ky *M for, 1s to be favon- 
red and ſucceeded by God in all his Reaſonable 
aad Honeſt Undertakings, by means that are natura! 
and common to him with all the World. . *Tisa great 
Support to the Mind of Man, to believe himſelf under 
the Prote&ion of a Power, that is able and-ready ro 
ſecure him. whilſt he is aCting Reaſonably and Honeſt- 
ly; able to continue on the Courſe of Nature, in its 
eſtabliſh'd Settlement, by which Men live in good hope 
and expectation of Succeſs; by which they plow and 
ſow, and hope to reap and gather in their Harvelt ; by 
which they ſtudy, labour, venture out to Sea, and 
hope to gain the Fruits of each in its due Seaſon , able 
to prevent a great many miſchievous eveats; able to re- 
move all hindrance and impediment in the courſe of 
Natvre ; able to influence Peoples Minds, by diverting 
them from enterprizing things that would do hurt to 
others ; and by throwing little occa{tons -in their 
way of doing good; and able, by a thouſand and tey 
thonſand little undiſcernible means, to ſecure ovr hap- 
pineſs, and prevent our Miſery; to turn the Accidents 
that look as if they would ſwallow us up in Ruin, into 
the means of our Security and preſervation ; to difſi- 
pate thofe Clouds of Misfortunes thatare ready to burſt 
upon our Heads and over-whelmus, and give us day 
again, with calm and fſafery. I can't tell how a Man 
can live in ſuch a World as this, with anv Toy, and thar 
does not verily believe, and much depend- upon the 
Providence of God; and that without expecting Mira- 
cles or Favours very much out of courſe, but only 
looking for ſuch as are conſiſtent with his known Rules 
of Government. What ſhould wedo without this ever- 
laſting Source of Comforts, this powerful Refuge un- 
der all Diſtreſſes 2 How many ſore Calamiries, publick 
as well as private, do we fall into, ont of which no hu- 
man Power or Wiſdom can deliver us, nor ſhew us any 
way out of 2 And how mult this perplex a Man, unleſs 


there were a Being aboye, kind and able, to have re- 
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courſe to? Hope is the food and ſuſtenance of the mind, 
and Men will live a great while upon it, and all the 
while much eaſier, tho' in miſery ; whereas the ſame 
aflictions would, without that hope, oppreſs them 
quite, and.drive them to deſpair and madneſs ; and 
this muſt often be the Caſe, were not the World, and 
Men, and their Afﬀairs, all in the hands of God, and 
in his Government, who can do every thing beyond. . 
what we are able to ask or think. And who would 
part with ſuch a ſure Foundation of T ruſt, and Hope; 
and Confidence, that 1s not weary of his Life > Who 
would let go this Rock of Ages, for any thing elſe he 
can lay hold on in this W orld > Oh may we never. 
be forſaken by him ! yea, rather, may we never firſt 
forſake him? The Life of Princes is a Mole of Sand; 
all the Stability of human things is the ſtability of 
Wind and Water, changing their face, hiking 

- their places every moment ; God alone abideth 
for ever, God alone is worthy of our truſt, and 
never will deceive it. *Tis he alone . who can ex- . 
rricate us out of all our Difficalties, wipe away all our 
Tears and Sorrows from our Hearts, deliver us from 
our Enemies, protra& our Princes Lives, ſave us by 
few as well as many, give us no more occaſions of 
Complaint and Lamentation, and turn even this ro 
our adyantage ; give us the Spirit of Unity and Love 
of one another, of Wiſdom ro direCt us in our pub- 
Publick Reſolutions, and to improve under all the 
ſeveral Diſpenſations of his Providence. 1s any Rock 
like our God? Who is ſo great 4 God as our God ? Be thou 
exalted Lord in thine own Strength, ſo will we ſing and praiſe 
:by Power. 


